PLATE 19

The Blue City

CHEFCHAOUEN, MOROCCO

Founded 1471 - Rif Mountains - Walls washed in blue - Old-town medina

Tucked into the Rif Mountains of northern Morocco, the old town of Chefchaouen is
famous for one thing: its buildings, walls, and stairways are washed in every shade
of blue, from pale sky to deep indigo. The custom’s origins are debated — tradition,
cool shade, or simply beauty — but the effect is a town that seems dipped in the
sea. Green mountains rise behind the blue.

As you color: This is a study in blues — layer pale powder-blue against deep indigo, and
let the doorways and steps carry the richest tones.
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